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Summary 

rh . • <c g . — - Since initial deployments in the mid-1960s, 
China's strategic missile force has provided Beiiinq with 

eaMv^iUt r ,t 9i ° na A- Strike WWlity. .Through tSe 
early 1980s the ultimate shape of a future inter- 
ballistic missile (ICBM) force 



continental 
unclear. 



remained 




Although economic and 



ations h^T led to ^omV-mls^le^rograf Mf f catJonT 
Bexjing remains committed to deploying a small bui 
significant, number of ICBMs. v-^y^s a small, but 




— Given China's reliance on a strategy of minimal 




-i T- T £? uncertainties about actual Chinese 

l°i C lu leV ,l 1S whioh wil1 continue to plague both the ul 






^■■■^^■^^^■^^^■^^ isconomxc and strategic considerations havS 
" u Hf \ n some program modifications, molt notably I stretch!™ 
out of plans for SSBN construction. Nevertheless BeiHinI 
remains committed to developing a diversified mislile loro* 9 
including a small, but significant ICBM clplbilfty mlSSlle force ' 
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1* -j^^^HB Future Forces. During the next ten vears China'<; 

IzttlT 61 ^™ 9 * ™ iss i le will be narked f by^uaiSrtiv! 

rather than quantitative growth. As new solid-propellant 

Sut L*Te C ltt iVifn" ° laer «y°3 enic «y»te«8 will VpiS 
missile for^ i ? ,f" 1980s SOme nunlec i«l growth in the strategifc- 
ICBMs ent/r %h -° CCU f 38 a sraaU ' but significant, number of 
ICBMs enter the inventory. These longer-range systems will 

sras b e n r 0 r :. asin9 °* «» .uSu. fju^-v^rs 




ve believe that China will continue to pursue a 
rliZZl?*, f m , lninlal deterrence relying on deployment of 
relatively small numbers of missiles with extensiv? n ° 
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